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THE VARSITY CLUB SCHOLARSHIP
Phillips University Legacy Foundation is 
pleased to announce that Becky (Wooten) 
(’74) and Richard (’74) Books have 
established the Varsity Club Scholarship. 
It is a fully funded permanent endowment 
created to support the ongoing mission 
and legacy of Phillips University. They 
established this endowed fund in honor of 
the strong ties that the Varsity Social Service 
Club provided in their undergraduate lives 
at Phillips and those bonds continue to 
this day. PULF is grateful to Richard and 
Becky for their vision and generosity, and 
continuing support of our mission, both 

leadership.

The Books are strong advocates for higher 
education and have been long time 
supporters of PULF. Wanting to support 

PULF beyond the 
annual fundraising 
campaigns, Becky 
and Richard hope to 
inspire other Phillips 
University Alumni 
to create their own 
named endowment 
funds. 

Richard and Becky shared why they wanted 
to create the Varsity Club Scholarship:

“ Varsity was a large part of our lives while 
at Phillips.  The bonds that we formed 
through Varsity have remained strong over 
the years. This scholarship is a way for us 
to honor how special these relationships 
have been to us. It’s also a way to pass the 
Varsity traditions and values on to a new 
generation.  

   This is a way for us to help out those who 
are now sending their children to college.  
It is our hope that this endowed scholarship 

many families face when sending their 
child or children to private undergraduate 
institutions that remind us of Phillips. 

   With our gift, we hope to encourage others 
to support the mission of PULF.

   An excellent college education is 
the greatest gift we can give future 
generations. That is why we believe in 
supporting the Phillips University Legacy 
Foundation.”
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FALL MEANS BACK 
TO SCHOOL FOR OUR 
LEGACY SCHOLARS

Classes are back in session and this year 

there are nineteen (19) Phillips University 

Legacy Scholars who were chosen to be 

a part of the Scholarship and Leadership 

Development program.  These 19 men and 

women are attending eight (8) different 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) colleges 

and universities.  Each Legacy Scholar is 

both an excellent student in the classroom 

and a servant leader in their respective 

communities.

Phillips University Legacy Foundation is 
pleased to introduce the 2019-20 Scholars!

Read more Inside
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CHRISTMAS 
IN JULY 
CAMPAIGN 
GIVING 
EXCEEDS 
$20,000 
GOAL 

Because of YOU, 
Phillips University 
Legacy Foundation 
not only met our 
Christmas in July 
giving goal, but 
exceeded it!  While 
the campaign ended 
on Wednesday, July 
17, we continued to 
receive gifts through 
the end of July in 

support of our mission to provide undergraduate students with scholarships and leadership 
development.

As of July 31, we have received $27,843 in gifts!  This amount includes the generous $10,000 
in matching funds.

MEET OUR NEW 
DIRECTOR OF 
DEVELOPMENT – 
J. GOTTMAN
Phillips University Legacy Foundation is 
excited to announce that on Wednesday, 
May 1, J. Gottman began work as Director 
of Development. J. works remotely, full time, 
from his home in Paducah, Kentucky, with 
regular trips to Enid as needed.  He serves 
in partnership with Executive Director, Kelly 
Coker, in support of the mission of PULF by 
providing scholarships and opportunities to 
educate and develop leaders who embody 
Christian values in their lives, service and 
work. 

J. is a graduate of Westminster College in 
Fulton, Missouri, and earned his Masters 
of Divinity in 1997 from Vanderbilt Divinity 
School.  Prior to joining PULF, J. served 
as Director of Development for Disciples 
Divinity House at Vanderbilt in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Additionally, he served 6 years 
as pastor at Century Christian Church in 
Owensboro, Kentucky, followed by more 
than 11 years as Lead Pastor at First Christian 
Church of Paducah. He is an experienced 
fundraiser and minister who appreciates 
the value of PULF’s mission of providing 
scholarships to undergraduate students who 
wish to attend a Christian Church (Disciples 

J. has been married for 23 years to Erin, a 
Nurse Practitioner. They have a daughter, 
Bailey, who just graduated high school and 
will be attending Transylvania University in 
Lexington, Kentucky, this fall; and a son, 
Gage, who will be a sophomore in high 
school. 

J.’s primary responsibilities are for the Annual 
Scholarship Fund, alumni/ae relations, 
regional PULF gatherings around the country, 
major gifts, and the Legacy Foundation of 
planned givers. 

He is excited about partnering in the mission 
of PULF and looks forward to seeing the 
Legacy Foundation grow in providing even 
more scholarships to deserving students.

DEAR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS:
As the chair of the board of Phillips University Legacy 
Foundation, I look forward to a great year ahead.  After 
having more than 25 members of my family attend 
Phillips University, there is nothing more near and dear 
to my heart than keeping the memories and traditions 
of our marvelous institution alive.   

As we move forward, my hope is that we can bring 
even more bright students into our Legacy Scholarship 
and Leadership Development Program.   I continue 
to embrace the challenge of teaching younger 
generations who never had a chance to experience 
what it was like to be a Phillipian about the standards 

of “our Phillips U”.  Every year PULF holds a leadership development conference, which 
is not only an amazing showcase of the talents and abilities of our young scholars, but it 
also allows us to instill within them the qualities and ideals of the Phillips University we 
all love so dearly.   Our Legacy Scholar Program is of the highest quality.  

If you have given to PULF in the past, I thank you, and ask you to consider doing so 
again.  If you have never contributed, I would respectfully ask you to consider doing so 
in the upcoming year and beyond.  Our Legacy Scholar participants, after all, are the 
best tools we have to keep the spirit of our Alma Mater alive and continue on in the 
“glory of our Phillips U.”   

Best,

Ryan P. DeArman, Chair
Phillips University Legacy Foundation
Phillips University, Class of ‘97
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the Varsity Club Scholarship.  He is the 
son of Mark (’87) and Julia (’87) Jordan 
Gillett.  Just like Richard and Becky, Mark 
is a proud member of Varsity.

When he learned that his son was the 

honored that the Books will continue 
the legacy of the Varsity Club. As a 
father you dream that your kid would 
go into the same club as you.  Because 
of this scholarship I can proudly say that 
Matthew is a ‘Varsity man.’”

Matthew shared:  “I am honored to 
receive the Varsity Club Scholarship! My 
father was a member of the Varsity Club, 
and I am honored to carry on the legacy 
of his club. I would like to thank the 
Books for their generous contribution 
to myself and Phillips University Legacy 
Foundation as a whole. This scholarship 
will help me greatly as I continue my 
studies at the University of Lynchburg as 
I study political science.”

For more information about creating a 
named endowment or making a planned 
gift, please contact J. Gottman at 
(580) 237-4433 or giving@pulf.org.

THE VARSITY CLUB 
SCHOLARSHIP
(continued)

Recently, two congregations entrusted 
Phillips University Legacy Foundation to 
manage and distribute funds for students 
desiring to attend a Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) College or University.

Union Avenue Christian Church (Disciples 
, decided that they 

were no longer able to manage a scholarship 
ministry well, so they transferred ownership 
of their Ernest P. Baker Memorial Scholarship 
fund to PULF in May 2019.  The fund is 
valued at $18,000.  

Ranee Ray, Carol Sneed, and Bobbi Jo 
Steiner who comprise the Union Avenue 
Christian Church Christian Education 
Committee shared their reasoning for 
trusting PULF with this scholarship money.  
“We are impressed with your mission and 
ministry of PULF to provide and sustain 
a premier scholarship and leadership 
development program for scholars attending 
institutions of higher education that are 
currently or historically related to the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
, transferred the Dr. Otho and 

DeNolda Whiteneck scholarship fund to PULF 
in October 2018.  The fund was valued at 
$26,000 and members of the class continue 
to make contributions to the fund helping 
it continue to grow in value.  Much like the 
Union Avenue congregation, the Sooner 
Sunday School class was concerned that they 
would not be able to continue to administer 
this fund effectively for much longer.

Dr. Otho Whiteneck, a prominent Enid Dentist, 
and his wife DeNolda, began this scholarship 
fund during World War II with $200. The Sooner 
Sunday School Class took over administration 
of the trust in 1982. The Sooner Class believe 
PULF’s vision, mission and goals align with the 
purpose of the Whiteneck scholarship and 
determined that management and award of 
the funds by PULF will continue to advance the 
fund’s purposes in the years to come.

If your congregation has scholarship funds and 
you are interested in gifting them to the
Phillips University Legacy Foundation, please 
contact J. Gottman, Director of Development.

GREAT FUN AT DENVER ALUMNI GATHERING
On a warm September Saturday evening, Denver area 
Alumni gathered in Arvada, Colorado, for dinner, sharing 
memories and singing along with PU Alumnus and 
songwriter, Rod Phillips ’71. 

TWO CONGREGATIONS ENTRUSTED SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDS TO PULF 

Mark ’71 and Mary Kay 
Pumphrey hosted a great 
crowd of over 50 alumni.

Other alumni gatherings are in the process of being planned.
Check out what cities are coming up next:

Oklahoma City, OK – February 8-9
Tulsa, OK – April 18-19

Dallas/Ft. Worth TX – Mid May

PU alumni gathering to be!

If you would like to help plan or host one of these upcoming alumni gatherings, 
please contact J. Gottman, Director of Development at giving@pulf.org 
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Blake Billings 2009*
Becky Wooten Books '74
Sue Huckleberry Chael '78
Gene Challenner '55 (President)
Janetta Cravens '97
Ryan DeArman '97 (Chair)
Charlette Gallagher-Allred '68
Kirby Hughes Gould '83
David Gray '65 (Treasurer)
Bob Hall '74 (Vice-Chair)
Susan Hrovat '71 (Secretary)
JoAnn McGuire '72
Nancy Nicholson Phillips '71

Corporate Members
Richard Books '74
Kathy Coggins '93
Ken Crossman '85
Alexis Branaman Gammon 2010*
Mark Gillett '87
Amanda Hall 2007*
Rick Hendricks '66
Eric Hodson '95
Arnold Nelson, Jr. '72
Mark Pumphrey '71
Cassie Sexton-Riggs 2010*

Staff
Kelly Coker - Vice-President/Executive Director
J. Gottman – Director of Development
Tamela Harsha – Scholarship Administrator
Cynthia Koepping – Accountant

*Legacy Scholar Alumni

David graduated from Phillips University 
in 1965 with a degree in Business 
Administration. In December of 1964, 
David married Gerry Atkins, from Enid, 
also a 1965 Phillips graduate.

In June of 1965, David began working 
in accounting with Champlin Petroleum 
Company. The Grays moved to Arlington, 
Texas in July, 1981, when the Champlin 

They have continued to reside there ever since. After working 
almost 43 years in the industry, David retired in December of 2007.

Gerry and David have three children: Steve, Toni, and Tyler. They 
also have eight grandchildren. In retirement, they enjoy doing 
volunteer work, some traveling, and spending time with their 
children and grandchildren.

David has served as a Director from 2010-present.  He has served 
as Chair of the Board and currently serves as Treasurer and Chair of 
the Finance/Investment Committee.

BOARD 
MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT

DAVID GRAY – ARLINGTON, TX

The PULF Board of Directors and Corporate Members met in Enid on June 21, 2019, for their annual meeting

KIRBY HUGHES 
GOULD, 1983 – 
OLATHE, KS
Kirby Gould has been 
Vice President for the 
North Central Zone of 
the Christian Church 
Foundation since October 
1997. The Foundation 
assists Disciples of Christ 
churches in the areas of 
endowments, permanent 
funds, planned gifts, and 

located at Countryside 
Christian Church in 
Mission, KS.   She serves 
the regions of Greater 
Kansas City, Mid America, 
Upper Midwest, Kansas 
and Nebraska. 

Before joining the 
Foundation, she 
worked for the National 
Benevolent Association as 
Director of Development 
for the Oklahoma Christian 
Home in Edmond, OK for 
13 years.  Kirby is a native 
of McPherson, KS, and a 
graduate of Phillips with a 
bachelor’s degree in music 
education/music therapy.   

Kirby is a commissioned 
minister of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), 

Executive (CFRE) and has 
received the designation 
of ChFC (Chartered 
Financial Consultant), 

for Senior Living), and 
CAP (Chartered Advisor in 
Philanthropy).  She belongs 
to the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals 
(AFP) and the Partners 
in Philanthropic Planning 
(PPP) where she served 
as President of the local 
chapter in 2011.  She 
served on the National 
Board of PPP for 3 years. 
She is a frequent speaker 
at conferences across the 
country.

She and her husband John, 
live in Olathe, KS. Their 
older daughter Ginny is a 
graduate of Texas Christian 
University, is married, 
works in Denver, and have 

John Robinson.  Ginny 
was a Legacy Scholar for 2 
years while at TCU.  Katie 

studied at Transylvania 
University in Lexington, 
KY and is a graduate of 
the University of Missouri/
Kansas City.  Kirby and 
John are members 
of Hillcrest Christian 
Church in Overland Park, 
KS where Kirby helps 
organize mission trips and 
occasionally sings in the 
choir.  As time allows, she 
plays viola in the Olathe 
Community Orchestra.

Kirby was President of the 
Alumni Association during 

existence which placed her 
on the Phillips University 
Board of Trustees.  She was 
a founding member of the 
Phillips University Legacy 
Foundation and has served 
on the board all but three 
years since its inception.  
She serves as Chair of 
the PULF Development 
Committee and a member 
of the Finance/Investment 
Committee.  She is also a 
Phillips University Trustee 
and a member of PUAFA.

With her grandson, a “Future 
PULF Scholar”
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LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
TYLER, TEXAS – NOVEMBER 7-10, 2019

The 2019 Leadership Conference is being held at Pine Cove Conference Center in 
Flint, TX.  Nineteen Legacy Scholars from eight different schools will be traveling 
up to 2,150 miles to have their lives changed by the Mentors and Friends of the 
Phillips University Legacy Foundation.  

Our Leadership Facilitator, returning for the fourth time, is Brian Brandt, CEO 
of CoreInsights.  Brian has devoted his life to developing stronger leaders and 
organizations. He regularly provides keynotes and leads training sessions on 
a variety of topics including: leadership, mentoring, behavioral styles, team 
building, effective communication, delegation, media relations, community 
relations and bringing a vision to fruition. 

The 2019 Legacy Scholars Leadership Conference schedule will include:

Icebreakers/Team Building Exercises

Leading From Our Strengths and Blending Our Differences 
God created each person with unique strengths.  Leading from Your Strengths 
empowers Christian leaders to discover their God-given strengths, to lead from 
those strengths, and be stronger for it individually and together.

What does it mean to mentor?  How can I mentor Legacy Scholars that I only see 
for 4 days every year?  In addition to focused training, the mentors will be framing 
the steps needed to build a successful year long mentorship program. 

Individual Challenges - Zipline and Horseback Riding

Phillips University History

Phillips University continues to be so important to so many.

Legacy Scholars Volunteer Leadership Project Presentations
This is the highlight of every conference!  We will have nine (9) Legacy Scholars 
present their Volunteer Leadership Projects.

Morning Meditations and Vesper Services
After the Legacy Scholars are broken into groups, each group plans either a 
morning meditation or an evening vesper service.  These are times to worship 
God and focus ourselves for the day.  The leader of each group strengthens his/
her leadership skills while the groups work on strengthening their presentation 
skills.

If you are interested in becoming a Mentor and attending the 2019 Phillips 
University Legacy Scholars Leadership Development Conference, meeting 
the Legacy Scholars and making a difference in a young person’s life, go to 
www.pulf.org/conference/2019-leadership-development-conference and register 
online.  Or simply call our Scholarship Administrator, Tamela Harsha at (580) 237-
4433.  

Even if you can’t attend, you can still make a difference!  You can help us reach 
our goal of $35,000 to make the 2019 Legacy Scholars Leadership Development 
Conference a success!  Your gift of $50, $100, $250 or more helps keep the legacy 

and memory of Phillips 
University alive for future 
generations.  Just go to 
www.pulf.org/donate and 
give today. 
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LEGACY SCHOLARS IN DEPTH
(continued)

TRYSTAN DECK
I am a Senior at Texas Christian 
University in Fort Worth, Texas.  I am 
from Longview, Texas, and grew up 
at First Christian Church.  My major 
is electrical engineering with a minor 
in mathematics.  

This past year my Leadership Development Project 
was called, “Bless the Beasts.”  This project directly 

month I volunteered at least four hours and over the 
course of the year I raised over $700 for the shelter.

At TCU I am actively involved in Theta Tau Engineering 
Fraternity, Disciples on Campus, Society of Women 
Engineers, and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers.

I have found many aspects of servanthood that I enjoy 
due to everything I am involved in, and through that, 
I am so much more of a servant leader than I ever was 
before and I intend to keep growing every day through 
my experiences.

AVERY BENNETT
I am a Senior at Chapman University 
and I believe that peace building 
and a healthy environment go hand 
in hand. As a student my research 
interests include environmental 

East, and Women & Politics. A 
current goal after graduation includes conducting 
research and political advocacy for a Think Tank or U.S. 
Institution that encompasses those interests.

My involvement with the Olive Tree Initiative (OTI) over 
the past year has led me to cross many physical and 

my leadership skills. 

OTI is a university-based program focused on analyzing 

learning. This past summer I was selected to be one of 

the West Bank over the course of three weeks to learn 

in OTI drastically enhanced my global perspective, as 
we were able to engage with over 70 speakers ranging 
in ideology, ethnicity, and religion. It also strengthened 
my skills as a student diplomat, as I learned the 
importance of formulating questions with the purpose 
of understanding and not with the purpose of trying to 
prove a point.

for our time will be bridging ideological divides, 
embracing compromise, and promoting civil discourse.

Portland, OR
Northwest Christian University-Senior
History
4th Year Scholar

Bartlesville, OK
Chapman University-Senior
Peace Studies
4th Year Scholar

Par
Eur
Bus
1st 

Cashion, OK
Chapman University-Junior
Peace Studies/Integrated 
Educational Studies
3rd Year Scholar

Oklahoma City, OK
University of Lynchburg-Sophomore
Political Science
2nd Year Scholar

Cam
Dra
Acc
1st 

Norwalk, IA
Texas Christian University-Junior
Religion/Political Science
1st Year Scholar
PU Heritage Scholar

Cottage Grove, OR
Northwest Christian University-Freshman
Sports Business
1st Year Scholar

Eugene, OR
Northwest Christian University-Junior
Math
1st Year Scholar

Law
Tex
Nur
2nd

PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY LEGACY F
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Paris, IL
Eureka College-Freshman
Business Administration
1st Year Scholar

Eugene, OR
Northwest Christian University-Freshman
Exercise Science
1st Year Scholar

Torrance, CA
Chapman University-Junior
Integrated Educational Studies
2nd Year Scholar

Havana, IL
Culver-Stockton College-Sophomore
Business/Communications
2nd Year Scholar
Connie Speer Cravens Scholar

Cameron, WI
Drake University-Junior
Accounting/Finance
1st Year Scholar

Strafford, MO
Drury University-Freshman
Music Therapy
1st Year Scholar

Kiserian, Kenya
Northwest Christian University-Sophomore
International Business, Math & Psychology
1st Year Scholar

Edmond, OK
Texas Christian University-Junior
Biology
3rd Year Scholar
Gene Challenner Scholar

Longview, TX
Texas Christian University-Senior
Electrical Engineering
3rd Year Scholar

Lawrenceburg, KY
Texas Christian University-Sophomore
Nursing
2nd Year Scholar

Austin, TX
Chapman University-Sophomore
TV Writing & Production
2nd Year Scholar

Edmond, OK
Texas Christian University-Freshman
Undeclared
1st Year Scholar

Dr. Miriam F. Clarke, D.O.
Phillips University Legacy Scholar 2008-2012  
Hiram College - B.A. Neuroscience 2012
Ohio  University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine - D.O. 2016
East Carolina University- Adult Psychiatry Residency 2019
East  Carolina University- Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship (Graduate 2021)

Y FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE
THE 2019-20 SCHOLARS! 7



TRIVIA CONTEST 
WINNERS

August 2019
Heather Pugh Hatter of Bartlesville, 
OK, and , 1995 
Phillips University Alumnus of Bristow, 
VA. 

Legacy Scholars Alumni winners are 
 Eureka College 

2008, and , 
Eureka College, Dec. 2015. 

September 2019
 2016-2017 Legacy 

Scholar, and , father of 
Legacy Scholars, Paxton and William 
Shorow.   

Thanks to everyone that participated. 

Check your email for a new trivia 
contest on the 15th of each month.  

Winners not only claim bragging 
rights for winning the trivia contest, 
but they also win a special PU prize.

PULF AT GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY IN 

DES MOINES, IOWA 

– JULY 19-23, 2019

Current Legacy Scholar Rebecca Foster with Nancy 
Phillips ‘71, Director & Kelly Coker, Executive Director

John Elkins with PU Socks at GA July 2019

Nancy Phillips, Danielle Cox, Legacy Scholar Alumna 
2012 & Kelly Coker - General Assembly July 2019

J Gottman, Development Director, talking about 
PULF at the booth - GA July 2019

Steve Bridwell ‘73 showing off his PU Socks 
- GA July 2019
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DON’T MISS OUT – 
HELP US KEEP OUR PU 
RECORDS UP TO DATE
There are so many great things happening 
with the Phillips University Legacy 
Foundation and we don’t want you to 
miss out.  The Legacy Foundation shares 
information by mail, email and yes, 
sometimes even by phone.  Would you 
give us one minute of your time and go to 
https://tinyurl.com/PhillipsUpdate
the online contact form – especially your 
preferred phone number?


